HATRED  AND  LOVE

European, life in Moscow is still by no means
comfortable. Nevertheless, anyone who under-
lines the shortcomings and relegates the big
things which are to be seen there to footnotes
accuses himself more than the Soviet Union.
He is like a critic who notices first and foremost
in a poet of genius that his commas are not in
the right places. In the first German notice on
Shakespeare we read: " Knew little Latin and
no Greek at all"

At bottom, all objections to the Soviet Union
by Western intellectuals can be summarised
under two heads, the one moral and the other
aesthetic. Under the moral head comes the
criticism that in consequence of the difference Beware of
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in incomes new classes must of necessity arise; beware of
and under the aesthetic, the criticism that the ^
Soviet regime tends to depersonalisation of the
individual, thereby reducing all to one monot-
onous level.   Thus  in the end  the aesthetic
objection and the moral objection are levelled
at precisely opposite tendencies.

There is, nevertheless, a grain of truth in
both. If, indeed, the apostles of equality main-
tain that a certain petit-bourgeois mentality
is developing amongst the more highly paid